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1925-2019
Even as a little girl in her native Ireland, Nora Brady wanted to be in
religious life.
But “all I could really do was to dream about it, and pray that one day
my dream might come true,” she wrote in her letter to Mother Gerald
seeking admittance to the Congregation. And on June 27, 1948,
dream finally became reality when Sister Nora arrived in Adrian as a
postulant from her adopted home city of Chicago.
Sister Nora was born on November 5, 1925, in County Caven,
Ireland, the fifth of Mathias and Annie (Shierdan) Brady’s six
children. Five girls (Susan, Mary Ellen, Ann, Bridget, and Nora) and a boy (Hugh) came into the
family in all.
Tragedy struck early in Nora’s life when Mathias, a farmer, and Annie died exactly two months apart
in 1930, before their youngest daughter had even turned five. Uncle Hugh, who lived with the family,
became the children’s guardian.
By Sister Nora’s own account in her autobiography, she had a happy childhood despite the loss of
her parents; Hugh was “a kind and wonderful guardian,” the children were close with each other, and
she loved both her teachers at the Killyconnan National School, Miss Smith and Mrs. Kearney, and
her pastor, Father Henry Galligan.
After eight years at the National School, she went on to St. Louis Academy and then went to live with
her sister Ann in Belfast. With the end of World War II, however, she began to feel the urge to come
to America, and her cousin Julia, in Chicago, sponsored her. On January 1, 1948, Nora left her native
land and sailed, all by herself, to New York City, where she boarded a train for Chicago.
Nora moved in with Julia, who got her a job at the Standard Oil Company where she worked, in
Julia’s apartment at 72nd and Bennett, in St. Philip Neri Parish. But it all turned out to be short-lived,
for at St. Philip Neri she met Father Joseph Hedderman, who asked her if she had ever considered
religious life. Because her answer was yes, he introduced her to Sister Ann Terence McClear,
principal of Aquinas High School. And, just over six months after her arrival in America, Nora entered
the Congregation.
She was received as a novice on December 30, 1948, and was given the religious name Sister Marie
Phelim. After her canonical novitiate year, she was missioned to St. Brigid’s School in Detroit, where
she spent almost four years (January 1950 to November 1953) and then was changed to Queen of
the Miraculous Medal School in Jackson, Michigan (November 1953 to June 1958). During her time
there, she earned her bachelor’s degree in English from Siena Heights College (University) in 1957.
That was followed by a Master of Education degree in Administration/Supervision, also from Siena
Heights, in 1971.
Following her time at Queen of the Miraculous Medal came nine years at St. Mary’s School in
Pinckney, Michigan, where she taught and later became principal and superior (1958-1967), and two
years at St. Charles School in Greenville, Michigan (1967-69). At that point, Sister Nora was
appointed to Adrian to serve as Prioress of the Motherhouse. She spent three years in that role, and
in her autobiography wrote about the experience:

This was a very difficult period as changes in all areas were taking place. Novices were
studying at different colleges, postulants were few, and Sisters were now independent
in lifestyle. Changes did not come easy in dress, prayer and work. Adrian was struggling
to meet the many needs of all.
In 1972, wanting to return to teaching, Sister Nora was able to get a job at St. Denis School in
Chicago, where Sister Elizabeth Lynch was the principal. The pair were good friends their entire lives
as religious, and since Sister Nora did not have family in the United States, she became an adopted
part of the Lynch family.
Sister Nora left St. Denis in 1981 to teach at Junipero Serra in Carmel, California, but found that she
missed Chicago and returned after just a year. Finally, in 1992, she retired from teaching but
continued to live at St. Denis Convent, providing hospitality there as well as visiting elderly, ill, or
lonely parishioners. Even after retiring from active ministry, she stayed on at the convent and
continued to serve.
Sister Xiomara Méndez Hernández, who lived at the convent for two years beginning in 2013 while
studying for her master’s degree at Catholic Theological Union, wrote about Sister Nora for a
reflection at Nora’s Ritual of Remembrance.
Since day one, Nora showed me a great welcoming. She was always curious about me,
my family of origin and culture. Nora was always a great entertainer and St. Denis was
one of the most welcoming communities I’ve ever lived at. Each time we had guests,
Nora was in charge of the ambience. Her favorite spot was the dining room table. We
could call her the queen of the Dollar Store, as she decorated the [table] according to
the seasons, both Catholic and secular. For example, she would decorate for Lent, St.
Valentine’s, Easter, Christmas, and of course St. Patrick’s Day. Nora, along with Sister
Rita Crotty, made our convent feel and look like a home.
… She always treated every person she encountered with dignity and respect,
especially if they provided a service to us, like housekeeping, gardening and even the
waste management guys. I recall that every Tuesday, when the garbage truck pulled
into the alley, you could see Nora running through the back door to offer them a soda or
[other] beverage. As soon as she heard them she would shout out, “Here come my
guys.” Even when she was not able to go down the side steps to the alley, she made
sure that one of us would give them something to drink.
As health issues became more and more a problem in Sister Nora’s life, she finally made the decision
to return to Adrian, and moved to the Dominican Life Center in September 2015. When she died on
January 5, 2019, she was ninety-three years old and had been an Adrian Dominican Sister for
seventy years.
Sister Xiomara’s reflection continued with her memories of how much Sister Nora loved angels, filling
her room at St. Denis’s – and other rooms at the convent too – with them. Most of them had been
given to Sister Nora, Sister Xiomara said, because “many thought of Nora as an angel.”
Just as I was preparing to write this reflection, the lady that helped with cleaning at St.
Denis contacted me as she learned of Nora’s death. Her text to me read, “She will be
one more angel in heaven.” She knew firsthand that Nora was an angel because of the
way Nora treated her and her mother throughout the years. Indeed, those of us who
knew Nora had met an angel.

Also at the Ritual of Remembrance, Sister Jane Zimmerman spoke of her relationship with Sister
Nora. The two first met when Sister Jane came to St. Denis’s to teach. “I knew Nora as gracious,
lighthearted, fun … clear-thinking, straight-talking, and deeply spiritual,” she said.
Jeff Naber, who had known the Adrian Dominican Sisters for many years as a Chicago funeral
director, sent in his own memories to be read at the ritual. He wrote about how Sister Nora had
consoled him when Sister Katie Mackey, an Adrian Dominican Sister with whom he had been very
close, died suddenly. “I remember being in Nora’s maternal arms, holding and comforting me,” he
said. “I will never forget that time.”
Like Sister Xiomara, Jeff remembered Sister Nora’s legendary hospitality. Whenever he visited St.
Denis’s, “the meals and Nora’s table decorating skills were the talk for weeks. She would make sure
your appetite was satisfied and your glass always full. She should have been in the hospitality
industry. But, one would never need a watch or a clock when it was 8 p.m., for it didn’t matter if you
were a bellhop or a bishop, Nora would inform the gathering to get their coats, it was time to go
home.”
… Goodbyes are difficult and often painful. I believe we have all learned how to live our
lives with graciousness, gentleness and love from Nora, and surely we have taught her
a few things too. I know when it’s our time to finally go home to our Creator, Nora will be
there to greet us with her smile, twinkling blue eyes and a big hug.
Sister Carol Johannes preached the homily at Nora’s memorial Mass.
We remember Nora as a woman of joy. At times she was surely annoyed by things, and
was not shy about saying so. But fundamentally she was a joyful person, and her Irish
wit often saved the day. Nora was so warm and alive, so grateful and so happy, even
toward the end of her life when her hearing loss made communicating more difficult.
Sister Carol noted that Sister Nora had a great affection for St. Peter, and that the Mass’s first reading
(1 Peter 1:3-9) and the Gospel reading (John 21:4-9; 12; 13-19), the story of Peter’s encounter with
the risen Jesus, were chosen as a result.
I can’t help wondering if Nora’s cherishing of Peter might not be grounded in her
gratitude to him for all that we learned about Jesus through Peter’s relationship with
him. It strikes me that if Peter had taken the Myers-Briggs profile, he would have come
through as an extrovert and a feeler that would have registered right off the chart. And
Nora’s profile might well have been the same. Peter came right out with everything he
felt. … But when Jesus needed him most he got frightened. The good news is that the
depth of his sorrow, and the tenderness of the forgiveness of Jesus, have given all of us
hope for centuries. It’s this good news that, as 1 Peter says, ‘fills us with a joy that
cannot be described,” and fills us with confidence that we will enjoy eternal happiness
despite our weaknesses and failures.
… So, Nora, thank you many times over for showing us how to live in hope and faith
and candor, in generosity and deep joy.
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