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A Korea under Japanese occupation was the setting in which Myung
Soon (Monica) Kim was born to Ik Ro and Soon Ock (Lawrence and
Monica) Kim.
Sister Monica, the third child of four, was born on May 13, 1929, in
Yungyou, located in present-day North Korea. Life during the
occupation, which lasted from 1910 to 1945, was difficult; Sister
Monica wrote in her autobiography that the Japanese forced
Koreans to adopt Japanese surnames and, during World War II, took
everything from church bells to people’s brass rice and soup bowls
and silver utensils in order to make munitions.
After the war ended, freedom was short-lived as in 1948 the country was divided into North and South
Korea. The Kims were very unhappy living under Communist rule, and Lawrence gave Monica
permission to leave for South Korea when her cousins were ready to go. The entire family was
eventually able to escape to the South and settled in Seoul, where Sister Monica enrolled in night
classes at Soo-do Junior College.
In June 1950, North Korean troops crossed into South Korea and swept into Seoul. The Kim family
was separated for four months during the fighting there, and then in January 1951 had to evacuate
Seoul for Pusan, where they stayed for three years. During this time, in January 1952, Sister
Monica’s mother died suddenly of a cerebral hemorrhage.
Sister Monica worked during the war for the U.S. Army procurement office and was able to continue
her education at Seoul National University, from which she graduated with a bachelor’s degree in
home economics and a high school teaching certificate.
She left her job with the Army when Monsignor John Carroll, the Maryknoll priest who was the
director of Catholic Relief Services, offered her a job as his secretary. It was close to the time at
which he would be able to take a furlough in the U.S., and one day he asked her if she wanted to
work with his temporary replacement, or come with him to America. Unhesitatingly, she chose the
latter.
Once they came to New York, Monsignor Carroll lived with his brother on Long Island and Sister
Monica lived with his cousins Thomas and Lily, a childless middle-aged couple. “They cared for me
just like their own,” she wrote in her autobiography.
Thanks to the Monsignor, Sister Monica got a job with Catholic Relief Services in New York for a few
months until – also thanks to the Carroll family – she was able to attend Barry College (University) on
a scholarship. It was there that she met the Adrian Dominican Sisters, most especially Sister Mary
Alice Collins, the school’s associate dean, and was inspired to enter the Congregation.
She arrived in Adrian to enter the postulate on June 26, 1957. It was a difficult experience for her, she
wrote in her autobiography, between being twenty-eight years old and being from such a different
culture. “The Holy Spirit was with me to get through moment to moment,” she wrote, and because her
sewing ability was quickly recognized she spent many hours in the Motherhouse sewing room.

When she was received as a novice on December 27, 1957, she was given the religious name Sister
George Monica.
After her canonical novitiate year and a semester of study at Siena Heights College (University)
toward a second bachelor’s degree in home economics, which she completed the summer of 1960,
Sister Monica was missioned to St. Joseph Academy, Adrian (1959-63), St. Gemma, Detroit (196367), and then to a series of one-year appointments: the Academy again, Rosarian Academy in West
Palm Beach, Florida, and St. Thomas More School in Nassau, Bahamas.
She earned a master’s degree in education from Siena Heights in 1966 and a master’s degree in
home economics from Michigan State University in 1970. She became a naturalized U.S. citizen on
February 20, 1968.
Sister Monica was invited to join the Family Science Department faculty at Barry in 1970. Just months
after she arrived there, her father died in Korea. Both of her “foster parents,” Monsignor Carroll’s
cousins, had died long since, Lily in 1959 and Thomas in 1964.
Among her achievements over the course of six years at Barry was to revise the Fashion
Merchandise program and establish an advisory board of elite department store general managers to
help it, and to begin a study-abroad program that took students to meet the top designers at various
European fashion houses.
After a year teaching on the elementary level again, at All Saints School in Hayward, California, from
1976 to 1977, Sister Monica spent a year studying at the School of Applied Theology, part of the
Graduate Theological Union, in Berkeley. Later, in 1983, she earned a Master of Theology degree in
Family Ministry from GTU.
She spent three more years teaching on the college level: the University of Arizona from 1978 to
1980 and at Kansas State University from 1980 to 1981. At that point, she took on a new ministry as
Associate Director of the Office of Family Life for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, where she was
from 1981 to 1983.
Her last years in active ministry were spent in California, where she wanted to move because many
members of her family had come there from Korea to live. She served for nine years (1983-92) at
Catholic Charities in Colton, where she directed the Office of Aging and worked to help meet the
needs of the elderly in Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. Following that, she was Associate
Director of Mary’s Mercy Center, an organization that assists the poor and marginalized in San
Bernardino, for two years, and then a librarian and teacher at Junipero Serra School in Carmel from
1994 to 1996.
Sister Monica was assistant librarian at St. Francis High School in Mountain View from late 1997 to
the end of the school year and then worked at the Century School of Languages in San Jose as an
administrative assistant for six months, followed by seven years (1999-2006) as office assistant at St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish, Palo Alto.
In 2006, surgery for a brain tumor brought her to the Dominican Life Center to recover. She returned
to California in April 2008 to live for about a year at Dominican Oaks, a retirement community in
Santa Cruz, and then moved to Adrian permanently in May 2009. She died on February 10, 2019, at
the age of eighty-nine, and received a “green” burial in the Congregation cemetery.
“Throughout her many ministerial experiences, Monica was like the Energizer Bunny,” said Sister
Rosemary Asaro, Assistant to the Holy Rosary Chapter, in her remarks at Monica’s Ritual of

Remembrance. “She had many friends and received many awards and recognitions for her work.
And, in between these ministerial pursuits, Monica found time to travel. She had opportunities to visit
all seven continents, including Australia and New Zealand.
“ … Monica, we will miss your presence among us – your smile, your beautiful creativity, your
extraordinary courage and self-confidence, and yes, even your feistiness. Rest in peace!”
That word “feisty” was also used a day earlier at Monica’s memorial Mass by her nephew Father
Simon Kim, who presided and preached the homily.
“I’ve heard many times people describe her as feisty, right? And feisty is good in some sense,
because you need that energy and impetus, but it’s also difficult at times. … She propelled us
forward, whether we wanted to move or not,” Father Kim said.
He noted that the Gospel reading for the Mass1 was all about persistence, and he reflected upon his
aunt’s persistence in everything from finding good deals on fabrics or clothing to her penchant for
giving up her seat on airplanes – never mind that people were waiting for her on the other end of the
flight – in exchange for vouchers because these would allow her to travel another time to see her
family.
Father Kim also reflected on the idea of connections: “Without her, our family would not be here,
without this community, she would not be here, without Bishop Carroll in Korea, she would not be
here in the United States,” he said. And he mentioned that he had come to realize that in many ways,
he had followed behind her; in going through her things he had discovered that she was once in New
Orleans, where he later went to teach, and found that she had earned a degree at a GTU institution,
whereas he was now teaching at a different school affiliated with GTU.
And maybe that is part of our human family, that we just don’t comprehend, understand,
in the moment, that we have to always look back and reflect, and make sense, make
meaning, of the events of our lives. And perhaps that is why Christ tells us, tells his
disciples, to always ‘do this in remembrance’ of him. Because at the moment, we may
not see Christ, but somehow when we look back, when we see the people that have
influenced our lives, who have touched us, who have gone before us, Christ becomes
more apparent to us. And that is the gift Monica, my aunt, I believe has been to this
community and to our family and our lives.
… I think we teach each other how to ask, how to seek, and how to knock, and I am
grateful this day because the way she taught me how to do these things ultimately came
from this community.”
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