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When Sister Kay Wejrowski first entered the Everett (later Edmonds)
Dominican convent, her father gave the whole idea six months
because there were so many other things she had said she wanted
to do in her life, including becoming a pilot and having horses and
dogs.
But “when the six months passed and she was still there … he was
very happy and later very proud when she made final profession,”
Sister Kay wrote in her autobiography. In fact, she added, both her
parents went on to become Dominican tertiaries, and when her
father died he was buried in the Dominican habit.
Katherine Nellie Wejrowski was born October 5, 1929, in Bremerton, Washington, to Joseph and
Florence (Roberts) Wejrowski. As Florence was recuperating from the birth, her maternal
grandmother named the baby after herself and then – “feeling slightly guilty,” as Sister Kay put it –
included the paternal grandmother’s name too.
Kay, as she quickly came to be called, was an only child but grew up forming happy memories of
family get-togethers with her many cousins, with whom she remained close throughout her life. While
she was still very little, her maternal grandfather, Thomas, began reading to her from books and
newspaper clippings that he had saved about productions he had seen at the opera house in La
Junta, Colorado, as theatrical and opera troupes stopped there en route to San Francisco.
As a result, according to Sister Kay, when she started school she didn’t know much about the Great
Depression, which was in full swing at the time, but she knew who Lily Pons was. Thomas, “who was
a great storyteller and who believed, as did (my) father, that girls should have every opportunity to do
what they wanted with their lives,” also saw to it that she could write her name and read and spell a
little before she ever went to school. He even taught her elementary science, including taking her
outside on clear night skies to point out the constellations and explain how they got their names.
Sister Kay attended elementary school at Our Lady Star of the Sea in Bremerton and high school at
Holy Angels Academy in Seattle, in both cases with Everett Dominican Sisters as her teachers. When
she got to college, she found herself better prepared than some of her classmates were and, she
wrote, her appreciation for the excellence of her education might have been a factor in her deciding to
enter the Everett congregation.
Actually, when she first began thinking about religious life, she found the Maryknoll Sisters appealing
because she was drawn to missionary work. But she ultimately decided to apply to the community
she knew best, the Everett Sisters.
She entered on September 7, 1948, and received the habit and her religious name, Sister Vincent
Ferrer, in June 1949. After making first profession in June 1950, she was sent to Alverno College in
Milwaukee to begin her bachelor’s degree. She majored in Latin and minored in liturgical music there,
but when she later transferred to Seattle University she became an education major and language
arts minor. She completed her bachelor’s degree in 1958. Later, in 1964, she earned a master’s
degree in history with a concentration in Latin American history, also from Seattle University, and
several years later became certified in special education.

Sister Kay’s first teaching assignment was at Blessed Sacrament School, Seattle, where she spent
the 1952-53 school year. Subsequent assignments took her to St. Alphonsus, Seattle (1953-54), Our
Lady of Good Help, Hoquiam, Washington (1954-58), and back to St. Alphonsus (1958-60). It was
during her time at Our Lady of Good Help, in 1956, that the Everett Dominicans moved their convent
to Edmonds, Washington, and became the Dominican Sisters of Edmonds.
She left the state of Washington in 1960 to become principal and teach eighth grade at Sacred Heart
School in Miles City, Montana. After three years there, she went to St. Peter Martyr School, Pittsburg,
California (1963-64), and then Assumption School, San Leandro, California (1964-65), before
returning to Seattle to teach at Blanchet High School (1965-70).
Because her own educational experiences had included many years of piano, organ, and violin
lessons, she taught music as well as regular classes at both Our Lady of Good Help and at
Assumption.
She called her experience at Blanchet the most exciting of all her teaching assignments, because she
got to work with people from seven other religious communities, lay teachers and diocesan priests,
and assist with extra-curriculars such as the annual spring musical, the Radio Club, and a group of
students who volunteered with the physically and mentally handicapped.
Sister Kay then spent five happy and fulfilling years in Mexico, working with children in several
different ministries in Cuernavaca, Miacotlan, and Saltillo. “These years were so full of new
experiences that it would take a book to cover them all,” she wrote.
Yet more new experiences were to come. After leaving Mexico in 1975, she spent the next thirty
years in San Diego, California, working in a number of ministries: as the Playmobile director at the
University of California-San Diego (UCSD) Hospital (1975-76), as a clerical assistant at the Pacific
Beach YWCA (1976-77), Coordinator of Hispanic Ministry at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart and St.
John of the Cross parishes (1977-90), as Associate Director of Evangelization and Catechetical
Ministry for the Diocese of San Diego (1991-95), and as a caseworker for Catholic Charities Refugee
and Immigrant Services (1996-2005). She came to that job because her interest in working with
refugees had been sparked years beforehand, when her office at St. John of the Cross became a
temporary center for Catholic Charities’ amnesty outreach.
In 2003, when the Edmonds Dominicans merged with the Adrian Dominicans, she wrote this about
her ministry:
Our mission at Catholic Charities Refugee and Immigrant Services … is to witness to
mercy and justice, enhance quality of life, and advocate for justice and selfdetermination. We have opportunities to empower people and hopefully influence their
future positively. We learn much from each other.
… I have come in contact with many people who are fearful. In some circumstances I
hadn’t the faintest idea what was in store for me. 1 John 4:18 reminds me of the
importance of love of God and neighbor and gives me courage: “There is no fear in
love. Perfect love drives away fear. En el amor no hay temor.”
Sister Kay was also involved in a number of volunteer activities during her time in San Diego. She
was a volunteer docent with the San Diego Historical Society and helped the Society with the
research and writing of two historical landmark applications, one for a YWCA building and one for the
original Scripps Oceanography Center. While she worked at the UCSD Hospital, she participated in a
pilot program for clinical translation and helped with translation as needed by the hospital.

Sister Kay retired from Catholic Charities in 2005 and continued to live in San Diego until 2009, when
she returned to Seattle to take up residence at Assumption Convent. In 2013, she moved to St.
Joseph Residence, a retirement facility operated by the Sisters of Providence where Sisters of
several congregations live.
A number of those Sisters, along with nine of her Adrian Dominican Sisters, gathered at her bedside
early in the afternoon of February 15, 2019, as Sister Kay spent her last hours on Earth. She passed
quietly into eternity later in the day, at the age of eighty-nine and in the sixty-ninth year of her religious
profession: fifty-three years as an Edmonds Dominican Sister and sixteen years as an Adrian
Dominican Sister.
At the wake service, held in Seattle, Dominican West Chapter Prioress Lorene Heck, OP,
remembered Sister Kay as “a quiet, humble woman with a great heart, a compassionate advocate, a
gentle preacher and a woman of God.”
… Kay, our God’s love enfolded you and you in return enfolded God’s people: students,
immigrants, refugees, migrants, in your heart. Kay, you have done marvelous things
with your one wild and precious life. Sadly, in her last years, this woman “disappeared”
from us, but the fact remains that she was an amazing faithful servant of God and God’s
people, especially those marginalized by society.
Many others, including Adrian Dominican Sisters Geneal Kramer, Noreen Sharp – who were both in
Sister Kay’s mission group – and Pat Erickson, as well as St. Joseph Residence residents and staff,
shared their own fond memories of Sister Kay in written form.
The funeral liturgy was held at St. Joseph Residence on February 25, 2019, with a memorial Mass
offered the same day in Adrian. Sister Kay was interred at Calvary Cemetery, Seattle, in the company
of many of her Dominican Sisters.

Right: Sister Kay Wejrowski receives a service award from the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops for her work with immigrants and
refugees.

From left: Sister Kay Wejrowski with her parents. From left, Sisters Kay Wejrowski, Carolyn Roeber, Kathleen Logan, Lorene Heck,
Diana Bader, and Jean Marie Lehtinen attend a 1990 assembly.

Left: Sister Kay Wejrowski with Father Vincent Lamb

Right: From left, Sisters Angelica McGuire, Cele Gorman, and Kay Wejrowski at St. Joseph Residence in Seattle, April 2016

