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Although losing my identity as an Edmonds Dominican Sister was
a death experience, it was quickly replaced by my
resurrection/new life experience of becoming an Adrian
Dominican Sister. I have not lost my community, but gained a
larger one!
These words were written in Sister Patrice Eilers’ annals for 2004-2005,
a year after the merger between the Adrian and Edmonds Dominican
communities took effect. And although Sister Patrice spent the rest of her
life in Washington – the state where almost all of her seventy years of
religious life took place – her writings indicate a constant sense of the new community that becoming
an Adrian Dominican Sister had brought her.
Patricia Mary Eilers was born on April 24, 1928, in Seattle, to John (also known as Jim) Fred Eilers
and Marie Ethel (Anderson) Eilers. John was born in Le Mars, Iowa, and grew up on a farm in South
Dakota. Marie was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and from the age of six lived in Seattle.
John left home at seventeen to join the Navy and met his future wife while in Seattle, near the end of
his enlistment. After they married, they moved to South Dakota to take up farming, but some
unpleasantness with John’s father led the young couple to move back to Seattle within a few months.
A son, Ed, was born in 1926, followed by Patricia two years later. Seventeen years after that, the third
Eilers child, Don, was born.
“We had a happy childhood! I think we were poor, but so was everyone else!” Sister Patrice wrote in
her remembrance of the childhood she and Ed had shared, written for Ed’s funeral. That
remembrance is filled with other memories of days long past: riding in the rumble seat of an uncle’s
Model A coupe, taking the cable cars to Mass, going to double-feature movies for ten cents (plus a
nickel for popcorn), listening to the Lone Ranger and Jack Benny and all those other great radio
shows of the era, playing board games, and helping Mother with the canning.
When Ed was fourteen and Patricia was twelve, the pair got to go by train to visit their South Dakota
grandparents. Their maternal grandmother rode out with them, but returned after a week and the
children stayed on for the summer. “It was a wonderful experience for both of us; we worked hard but
had lots of fun. … Coming home to Seattle on the train by ourselves was a great adventure. We were
in coach and people sang songs all night long,” Sister Patrice wrote.
When Patricia reached high school age, she enrolled at Holy Angels Academy, which was staffed by
the Dominican Sisters of Everett, Washington (later, in 1956, to become the Edmonds Dominicans).
She entered that congregation in 1947.
After completing her postulancy and novitiate at the motherhouse in Everett, Sister Anne Patrice, as
she was now known, was sent to study for a year at St. Theresa College in Winona, Minnesota, and
then for another year at Alverno College of Music in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Fourteen years of ministry on the elementary school level followed: at Blessed Sacrament in Seattle
(1950-1952); Our Lady of Good Help in Hoquiam, Washington (1952-1953); St. Joseph School in
Chehalis, Washington (1953-1960, with the last two years as both teacher and principal); and

Assumption School in San Leandro, California (1960-1964). At Our Lady of Good Help, in her years
at St. Joseph before assuming the principalship, and at Assumption, she taught music in addition to
her other classes.
While at St. Joseph School, Sister Anne Patrice earned both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees
from Seattle University.
In August 1964, she returned to the motherhouse, which by that time had relocated to Edmonds,
Washington, to serve as the congregation’s postulant mistress and then, from 1967 to 1970, as the
vocations associates director.
Her life then began to move in yet a different direction. Having earned her master’s degree in
theology from St. Xavier College (now University), Chicago, in 1970, she went to work at Marymount
College in Los Angeles. She spent a year there as assistant dean of students and coordinator of
religious activities, from 1970 to 1971, and another year as an apartment moderator. During that
second year at the college, she also taught religion part-time at St. Mary’s Academy, Inglewood,
California.
In 1972, Sister Patrice, as she had become known, returned to Washington, where she would spend
the rest of her life. Four years (1972-1976) of teaching high school religion at Holy Names Academy
in Seattle were followed by seven years as co-director of the Siena Center for Women, a retreat
center established by the congregation at the former St. Catherine’s convent in Seattle, and then by
three years (1983-1986) as co-director of the Dominican Reflection Center at Rosary Heights, the
Edmonds Dominicans’ motherhouse property.
Throughout these years, she volunteered at the King County Jail in Seattle, and for a time served on
the Archdiocesan Criminal Justice Task Force and the King County Jail Religious Ministry Board.
When her ministry at the Dominican Reflection Center ended, she decided to explore prison ministry
and embarked on a five-month Clinical Pastoral Education program at the state prison. In 1987, she
became a chaplain at the King County Jail, where she spent the next twenty years in ministry and
helped start the New Connections program, designed to assist prisoners with their transition back into
society.
“This ministry has enriched my Christianity, my spirituality, and my commitment to our Dominican
charism of searching for and preaching truth,” Sister Patrice wrote in her 2005-2006 annals. “Sharing
the journeys of many diverse people has increased my appreciation of my own life journey, my family
and friends, and my religious community.”
The “religious community” to which she referred had taken on a whole new dimension just a few
years earlier. In late 2002, her congregation had voted to merge with the Adrian Dominican Sisters, a
merger which took effect on June 14, 2003. At that time, there were just fifty-five Edmonds Dominican
Sisters.
Sister Patrice’s annals from that time forward show her optimism about the situation. “In becoming an
Adrian Dominican Sister my continuing experience has been more a positive one of gaining new
‘sisters,’ rather than a negative one of loss of our former identity as Edmonds Dominican Sisters,” she
wrote in those same 2005-2006 annals.
Over time, Sister Patrice worked fewer hours at the jail and eventually, when the position was taken
off the county’s payroll in 2009, spent several more years as a volunteer for some twenty hours a
week. Even after no longer being active in that role, she continued to have a “writing ministry” to

some of the state’s prisoners. In total, she spent thirty-four years in either volunteer or paid detention
center ministry.
She took up residence at Assumption Convent in Seattle in 2007 and finally, in November 2017,
moved to St. Joseph Residence, a nursing facility in Seattle begun by the Sisters of Providence for
retired religious. She died there on March 22, 2018, and was buried at Calvary Cemetery, Seattle, on
March 28.
In addition to the funeral service in Seattle, a Ritual of Remembering and a memorial Mass were held
in Adrian on April 18 and 19, 2018. At the Ritual, Sisters reminisced about Sister Patrice’s humor, her
musical talents, her hospitality to those visiting Assumption Convent, her love of butterflies, and much
more.
Sister Lorene Heck, Chapter Prioress of the Dominican West Chapter, read from the homily which
she had preached in Seattle, honoring Sister Patrice’s life in ministry and describing her as a
“cheerful, sparkling, brown-eyed lover of parties, pages of jokes and a nip of Scotch, and (with) an
ever-ready, gentle smile” and as “a perpetual organizer” who kept voluminous files on her work and
needed color-coded schedules to keep track of her busy life.
“So, dear Patrice, you taught us that all life is an expression of (the) life energy of God, awareness
that our lives are not given for us alone. Desiring to touch suffering with compassion and love, you
freely and consciously placed your life in the service of the one life, Jesus, the Risen Christ,” Sister
Lorene said.
At the memorial Mass the next morning, Sister Karen Rossman opened her homily by recalling her
first day in Dominican life – August 27, 1964 – when she was welcomed by her new postulant
mistress. “Patrice was warm, friendly, and seemed actually delighted to meet us,” Sister Karen said.
“By the time I said goodbye to my parents, I already knew that I had a champion in my corner. And
today, 50-plus years and many wonderful memories later, she still holds a special place in my heart. It
is a privilege to preach for her memorial.”
… I think she would give us three pieces of advice:
1. Patrice would tell us to be happy. She wants us to really know and experience that
the Christian and Dominican life is one of joy.
2. Patrice would tell us to love deeply and tenderly – to never let rules, regulations,
traditions, others’ expectations or other constraints prevent or interfere with a choice
that is more loving. And if there is conflict, to heal and resolve it quickly.
3. Patrice would tell us to give ourselves fully to the mission of Jesus and to our
ministries. She would remind us of Matthew’s words that what we do for the least – for
those imprisoned not only in jail but imprisoned by racism, hate, prejudice, war, poverty,
immigration laws, etc., we do for Jesus the Christ.
So, as we continue to pray, let us ask for these gifts.
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